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Cut the cheese, Kristina

I Barry also like wet lettuce, says body language expert

Alicia Wood

BARRY O’FARRELL islike a “wet
piece oflettuce”, Kristina
Keneallyis “cheesy” and NSWis
adesertof great political
oratory: so says speech and
bodylanguage expert

Michael Kelly.

Mr Kelly studied commer-
cials and speechesbyboth
leadersin campaign mode for
The Sun-Herald. ;

He said thatboth Ms
Keneally and Mr O'Farrell
were staying “on message”,
buttheirbehaviourin front
of a camera said more about
their ability, and inclination,
tolead a state.

Mr Kelly, who has amaster
of science in speech patho-
logy, and expertisein reading
bodylanguage and speech,
studied their gestures, the speed
of their voices, and took note of
whatwords theyhabituallyread.

Mr Kellyworks as a corporate
consultant deconstructing politi-
cians and businessleaders, and
said Mr O’Farrell spoke too
quickly, often read from prepared
material, and stumbled over
words, which showed he “doesn't
have certainty” abouthis ability
tolead.

“He has hismoments,” Mr
Kelly said. “Butwhen he’s trying
tobe powerful, it'slike being
smackedin the face by awet
piece oflettuce. Thatunder-
mines hisimpact.”

He urged the Opposition
Leaderto slow his speech, and
build self-confidenceifheis tobe
the next premier. “Idon’t think he

believes in himself,” Mr Kelly said.

Ontheotherhand, the
Premieris confident—about
herself, butnother party.

“Sheis putting on abrave
face, but she doesn’tbelieve she
is going to win,” Mr Kelly said.

“Sheisreallyinto thejob, and
she trulybelievesin herself.”

Her most obvious stuff-up, he
said, was in the Labor Party’s first
campaign commercial where she
apologised to the state.

Init, Ms Keneally said: “I
understand the government

was too focused onitselfand
notfocused enough onyou. It
went off-trackand I am sorry.”

According to MrKelly, the
deliverywas tired and insincere.

“She said it [sorry] too
quickly, too breezily, and her
smile wasinappropriate. When
you apologise youdon't sayit
quickly, like you just want to
finishit,” he said.

“Ifyouare sorry, own up to
the negatives abit more.”

And in Ms Keneally's well-
publicised press conference
aboutlowering the cost of
living, she repeated the words:
“Thisisnotapromise. Itwillbe
thelaw.”

Butbecause she had to
read the statement, Mr Kelly
said thatit sounded insin-
cere. “Someone obviously
told her: make sure you
say that.

“When you say something
youbelieve youdon'thave to
readit.” ;

He suggests that Ms
Keneally could learn from
the sincerityin the voice of
US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton.

For Mr O’Farrell, Mr Kelly
suggests former Labor
premier Bob Carr.

“Carr was certain, through his
voice andbodylanguage. He
didn’t rush, and people who are
sure of themselves donotrush,”
he said.



