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The right chords

Speech experts reveal what makes a great voice for radio.

skaspeech expert who has the

best voice onradio and you're in

for a surprise. Sydneyvoice coach

Michael Kelly nominates Mix
night-time Love God Richard Mercer and
2CH octogenarian Bob Rogers.

“Mercer has avoice thatis inits sweet
spot for his program and his audience,”
Kelly says. “This is the most soothing, caring
voice imaginable. It’s like Mercer is softly
patting his callers with his voice.”

Kelly says 83-year-old Rogers has the
voice of a 60-year-old, largely because he
has ahigher pitch and faster speed than
most people his age. ‘‘His voice is smooth,
easy, warm, wise and connected.”

Defining the perfect voice forradio is
difficult because it depends on the audience
and that audience is constantly changing,
says speech pathologistand AFTRS
consultant Dr Cate Madill.

“Welisten to the people who we identify
with, so agood presenter on a station for
young people like 2Day FM is going to
sound different to a good presenter on an
older station like 2GB.”

Just as body language canreveal much
abouthowa person is feeling, so can the
voice, she says. Madill thinks Mix presenters
Sonia Kruger and Todd McKenney are
pretty good but she often hears tiredness
and stress in their voices. “The voice never
liesbecause it is designed to reflecthowwe
feel from the moment we are born and let
outour first cry,” she says.“‘We are innately
designed to respond to sound cues so
listeners are subconsciously making
judgments about presenters based on the
sound of their voices.”

John Laws was revered for his ‘‘golden
tonsils” butboth Kelly and Madill say his
style of voice is dated.

“Laws ended up with the classic smoker’s
voice, which is very deep but also very
monotone,” Madill says. ‘“His voice reflects

authority and masculinity, which was very
attractive to the generation who arenowin
their 70s. These days most presenters prefer
to sound more conversational.”

Accordingto Kelly, 2UE breakfast
presenter Mike Carlton has asmooth, rich
and deep voice but his inflections often
convey sarcasm, negativity and disdain for
listeners. Margaret Throsby’s voice, heard
on ABC Classic FM, is sonorous, self-
assured, deep and haughty while Deborah
Cameron on 702 ABC sounds cultured and
friendly but often flat and tired. “‘She needs
more energyin hervoice.”

He gave WS FM’s Ron E. Sparks a tick for
sounding fresh, authentic, warm and
personable. “‘His voice conveys inherent
respect for his listener.”
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Madill nominates Jen Oldershaw, the
promotional voice of ABC TV, and Angela
Catterns as having two of the best voices on
radio. “The amount of variability and the
artistryJen can bring into her vocal changes
isextraordinary,” she says.

Kelly says too many radio announcers
sound scripted. ‘‘By following a formula or
massaging their voice to this pitch or that
product, their voices over time have lost
their authenticity,” he says.

The mostlistened-to voice belongs to Alan
Jones yetneither coach isimpressed. “Alan
JonesisAlanJones,” Madill says. ‘“People
want him because of his persona, not
because of his voice. You can be successful
onradio with an ordinary voice butyou've
got to have an extraordinary personality.”
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